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The following images within this “Photo-diary” were taken with a little
pocket-sized Leica D-Lux 5 camera.

These snapshots are only intended to capture and to document the events, our travel routes,
the joy and fun of our tour members during this lifetime experience of a fantastic visit to
another one of the western China regions; and for our memories.

The little “point-and-shoot” D-Lux 5 has many limitations in picture taking, little performance in
terms of optical quality compared to the famed Leica R and M camera systems with

slide-films I am so often used to and fond of using; but at the same time it poses

a challenge to myself for still trying to create meaningful images with it.

High quality slide-film images taken from this tour are not shown in this photo-diary.

Some of the goals I am trying to achieve in my photography include:
o  True to the moments in nature and culture;

*  Natural and candid;

Compositionally challenge and unique;

*  Meaningful in subjects and topics;

*  Story telling with good impacts;

*  Not to disturb and intrude into local human subjects’ life.
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Gathered in Shanghai, 1 led our tour group flew to the sunshine
southwestern YunNan province, started the great experience of our

{2012 Chinese New Year Season Cultural/Photographic Expedition)
which was especially
designed for those who were interested in a real cultural experience
in some of the most fascinating places for unusual and
rich topics of photography and travel.

Some of the very interesting areas & cultural events in southwest & northern
YunNan province, and northern Shaanxi province were
hand-picked to be arranged in this expedition.

The following images in chronological order are intend to share the enjoyments
from some of the events and highlights of our journey of this 18-day
tour — another successful one of our ongoing specially arranged
Western China Cultural/Photographic Series Tours.

My sincere appreciation & many thanks to all participants of this very special tour!
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the itinerary we took

(see itinerary indication red line on map)

Jan 25 — Feb 10, 2012

A 16-day journey through:
"Shanghai entry - Southwestern YunNan,

Northern YunNan, Northern Shaanxi T e
- Beijing departure”

300 600 MILES

600 KILOMETERS

POLITICAL UNITS OF CHINA
o o 5,0 : Bay of
Along this exclusive itinerary, [ Autonomous Regions e
attractive natural sceneries, [ omer Provinces
E
i

colorful & enchanting minorities
cultures, daily tasty foods...
wonderful experience &enjoyment
with plenty photographic opportunities
not found elsewhere.

Timing was selected during the festivity of Chinese New Season...
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For a taste of our previous journeys:
http://photoart.chebucto.org/gallery5.htm
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The following point-and-shoot snapshots are chronologically classified into
the following categories:

Brief into (4)

Itinerary map  (5)

Shanghai arrival (7 -17)

Into Yunnan province (18- 48)

The Yunnan region (49 -61)

Arrived northern Shaanxi province (64 - 76)
Beijing exit (77 - 80)

Summary (81)

Epilog (82)
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View from our 5-star hotel window...
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Arrived and gathered in Shanghai,
we started our journey on Jan 25™.

Resting in our nicely located 5-star
hotel, trolling around the Bund areaq,
and other attractions... tasty foods...
Shanghai museum & visiting to
ordinary citizen's homes...

ik L.
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IKGRIE .

A fresh morning visit to a nearby
water-township, and deliciously
tasty local specialties...

It was a great feel of starting of our
yet another China journey...
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Luring local eateries... 31
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Look at that lazy doggy, wed know
sunshine is welcome in the January
chill of Shanghai...

Martin always draws local girls wanting
to have pictures taken together... ©
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Water township is charming and relaxing...
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The outdoor theater in this township is certainly
a favorite local peoples hangout place...
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During the entire journey that we
had to endure freshly healthy,
tasty & variety of dishes

three times daily... ‘&

We had a brief but meaningful
Shanghai passing by, followed
with our main journey...
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YunNan 7sicss e

a flight from Shanghai to the very
southwestern corner of YunNan
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ion of China, with unique culture and nature...

| reg

ICa

A subtrop

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved JRAUFTA: A0



© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved ARG : 5,00




m | M ) |
e T e T e e
TR R e, =

J
i

| _.w.‘.ma.
i | mmm et T

ot ] 1 1 8

i




Bl
IR
{m
=
X
S
o
(<))
>
—
(<D
w
v
—
w
%
]
o0
—
=
o)
C
(@]
T
C
>
P
>
©
V|
©




Here the “next door” country
is Burma... as seen here
those few Burmese just
through the crossing into
China’s Ruili ... As Martin
looks on in the background...
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Steve is participating into the local
Jingpo peoples ritual dancing...
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Since day-one into Chinag,
we've been “tortured” daily
by varieties of freshly tasty,
healthy dishes of all local
special styles throughout
our itinerary...
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beautiful TengChong...
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Along western Yunnan
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History, culture, nature & tasty cuisines...
There are lots to visit and enjoy in TengChong...
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The countryside dinning is relaxingly enjoyable...
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Via Dali to ChuXiong region
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We arrived WeiShan

Yi Autonomous County...
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The ancient Weishan township is interesting...

______
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Our ChuXiong city overnight was
relaxing and enjoyable...
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ChuXiong Yi peoples villages...
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Gang up with the local Yi people...



B EERSZ 6 meal time... the Yi Shaman (standing) invited
us to his village for a unforgetable welcoming lunch...
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The foods, and most impressively - the
Shaman and his Yi girls singing, the
genuine hospitality giving us were
wonderfully beautiful...

They really have great voices, so much fun... :
https://vimeo.com/113177177 &
https://vimeo.com/36914568
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Traveled to Luxi county
in eastern Yunnan...
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Arrived Mile for a wonderful 5-star resort
stay... with terribly relaxing messages,
and mouth-watering healthy dishes...

S BT 8 ] 4 1 L RS 2 52



o
c
(o]
T
c
=]
@
>
®©
>
©



AL EHyEA S22 ... another important segment in our journey -
the “"Red-earth” region in northeast Yunnan...
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Our B&B country inn owners young son warmly receiving us...
our rooms are delightfully decorated with local country flavor...
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The owner freshly preparing the chicken for our dinner...
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The owners young son showed us whats around the village...




The sun starts to set...
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Villagers are still working at sunset...
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Next morning, up early for the lighting...
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Alluring for the early raisers...
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girls like have pictures taken with

Martin... ©

Again...
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TEIT AT &% K44 ... lines of melody far & near




Arrive KunMing
R R UIRpRAL

From Kunming - the capital city of
Yunnan in southwest China,

we flew to Xian - the capital city of
Shaanxi in northwest China...
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Kunming in February, all flowers are blooming...
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Enjoyment of good meals

is essential




The famous Yellow-river HuKou waterfalls...
it has its own charm in the frozen winter scene...

Look, that's Daniel rushing over for the donkey shoot...
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Hey that tiny figure at far is Daniel again... i 1A 2 45
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Here in YanAn city, although is the famous new-year Grand Yang-ge festival each year held on the 15 day
of the first month, but it is actually few inland Chinese ever able to come here to attend.. our group
was the only foreigners there during this festival...; fesinating... great for cultural photography...

le_l % EI/‘JIEH +£ﬁ§j(ﬁ%%}k\ © Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WAUFA: %08




© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved WMEUFiA: &AH




R R
>ﬂh@!»%ﬂl‘li-
|

| _g

B

© Yau-Sun Tong. All rights reserved JEAUTTA: ¥HACH

PAP N F= RSB 2 R M —
P15 W NG DN

This happy press reporter was eager
to interview our members, since it
was the only foreigner group came
to YanAn for this festival...

Lesley, Ella, Christine & Steve
looked happy too.. ©

S@ SADIABR WNE

T

-
T4

HEEs




The famous local AnSai drumming-dancing... [Fb35 4 1) 22 ZE)IE &Y.
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Foods are wholesome too...
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We visited one of the famous local artists,
her paper-cuttings were elaborately beautiful...

(next page: a group photo in front of her cave-dwelling)
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Inside a cave-dwelling... — /> 7o BRAL S0 S 1) 250 4 55t ..
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A view from the
back window of
our Beijing hotel...

After the last good
meal in YanAn, we
flew to Beijing for
our international

home return
flights...
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Beijing exit
by flight from YanAn to Beijing
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Here in this park, the
famous Taiji legend
Li Hesheng teacher

is practicing with
students daily...

Few lucky ones in our
group followed me
visited Teacher Li
that morning...
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It is a wonderful
park for local
folks...
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A day of museum visits before the departure flight - a view from the National Museum...
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In summary.. See what some of us have to say about this journey:

As a traveler, you’re always in danger of seeing things that are not indicative of local culture but rather a layer
of manufactured tourist traps. This tour didn’t do this and instead tested our boundaries of adaptability by
giving us a true, unique and rare taste of many local cultures. From the food to the people, from the cultural
exchanges to the little shopping you’ll endure, expect a local experience all the way. You are not a tourist

here. You are an explorer.
- Ella, Nova Scotia

Our cultural/photographic expedition to Southwest and Northwest China was altogether a
wonderful experience. We were treated to a diverse and well planned itinerary, featuring delicious
local cuisine, exposure to many minority peoples and cultures, and unmatched photographic
opportunities. All in all the tour delivered a high-quality experience which no commercially oriented

tour can possibly match. Looking forward to the next time!
- Tim, Ontario

Throughout the expedition we encountered cultural experiences that were lively, unique and
educational; regional meals that were delicious (& enormous): skilled drivers and local guides that
were knowledgeable, organized and courteous; and, photographic opportunities (both planned and
spontaneous) that were highly varied and provided participants with a wide range of situations and
subjects to capture. | had a fun time, learned a lot about photography, met terrific people, and, got to

experience a unique part of China.... WOWL!...Would | do it again?........ ABSOLUTELY!l!
- Lesley, Manitoba

The 2012 Chinese New Year Expedition, like the two previous ones we have joined, took us to places
which would be hard, and in some cases impossible, for an individual traveller to access. Normal
commercial tours would not even attempt such a coverage. Dinner with the Yi Tiger Dancers and
being toasted with their overproof 'wine’ will be a highlight to add to the "Top of the World' train ride
to Lhasa and crashing a Tajik wedding in Tashkurgan which, to us, were the highlights from the
previous trips. The transport, as usual, was roomy and comfortable, the local guides knowledgeable.

Another excellent trip.
- Martin and Myrtle, British Columbia
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The snapshots in this Photo-diary are in no way able to represent
the richness of culture and nature scenes we've seen, the
fun and joy we’ ve experienced during our group’s

“2012 Chinese New Year Season Expedition”...

for Yau-Sun Tong's special "Western China Cultural/Photographic Series”
expeditions

contact Yau-Sun for details:

tel: (902) 443-5500
e-mail: taiji@chebucto.ca

please visit news page:
http://photoart.chebucto.org/photonews.html

and to have a glimpse of our other previous unique expeditions:
http://photoart.chebucto.org/gallery5.htm

Good-bye for now...



