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The following images within this “Photo-diary” of {From YunNan to the Golden-Triangle )
were taken with a little pocket-sized Leica D-Lux 3 camera.

These snapshots are only intended to capture and to document the events, our travel routes,
the joy and fun of our tour members during this lifetime experience of a fantastic visit to
another one of the western China regions; and for our memories.

The little “point-and-shoot” D-Lux 3 has a lot of limitations in picture taking, little performance in
terms of optical quality (certainly not compared to the famed Leica R and M camera systems

with slide-films I am so often used to and fond of using), but at the same time it poses

a challenge to myself for still trying to create meaningful images with it.

High quality slide-film images taken from this tour are not shown in this photo-diary.

Some of the goals I am trying to achieve in my photography include:
*  True to the moments in nature and culture;

*  Natural and candid;

*  Compositionally challenge and unique;

*  Meaningful in subjects and topics;

*  Story telling with good impacts;

*  Not to disturb and intrude into local human subjects’ life.
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Gathered in Shanghai just after the beginning of March, I led our tour group flew to
YunNan province, started this lifetime experience tour of

(From YunNan to the “Golden-Triangle” )
which was especially
designed for those who were interested in a real cultural experience
in some of the most fascinating places for unusual and
rich topics of photography and travel.

Some of the most interesting areas and cultural events in Southwestern China’s
YunNan province were hand-picked to be arranged in this expedition,
with the unique visit to the famous “Golden-Triangle” by the famed
“Mekong River” in the junction of Thailand/Myanmar/Laos.

The following images in chronological order are intend to share the enjoyments
from some of the events and highlights of our journey of this over 18 days
tour — another successful one of our ongoing specially arranged
Western China Cultural/Photographic Series Tours.

My sincere appreciation and many thanks to all participants of this very special tour!

© Yau-SunTong. All rights reserved AT : %A



(INERRE=M) 2008%3/] “IE AT T L RB" B HE

The following point-and-shoot snapshots are chronologically classified into
the following categories:

Shanghai arrival 6 - 9)

Honghe prefecture of YunNan province (10-38)

From LanCang/Mekong River to the Golden-Triangle (39 -62)
Nujiang Canyon region / Dali township (63 - 84)

Zhudiadiao - the historic watertown just outside Shanghai (85 - 90)
Epilog (91)

Eygj’oy. y






We started our journey by arrived and gathered
in Shanghai early on March...

A brief resting, trolling around the Bund area,
the Nanjing Road... etfc.

& L.
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A fantastic meal for our group dinner...

A “super-dog” looking after a pet-bird
companion...

A leisure evening walk, before back to

our comfortable hotel resting for the
next morning flight to YunNan...

© Yau-SunTong. All rights reserved AT : % iH



Honghe prefecture

of
YunNan province
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In Shanghai airport... our members
had already started the “firing”...
BT L ...

IREM..

Arrived the sunny flowery KunMing

of YunNan... what a change compared
to the bitter cold winter of Canada...
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The first night in YunNan welcomed our group with a
Tasty local specialty noodle dinner, accompanied
with a colorful cultural performance on site...

RUIZB, ROGHEE. " prke”
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Great hotel accommodation by the Jake-Lake Park...; The next morning was a good visit and a
fantastic lunch in a local specialty historic museum house - EFF&EFIE MR, 2INHBERIE" S WML T4 ..
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In the afternoon we headed for the HongHe region
On route past the karst landscape area on route
To MiLe country.

Arrived to our 5-star hotel in MiLe - a beautifully

layout by acres of waters all around...
hot springs... GxENHIIR 1L )L
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Early in the morning, somewhat regrettably we left this beautiful hotel property... on our way
to catch the start of a special event - the Yi minority people’s annual “Fi4i4% k"
fire-festival... the first highlight of our tfour...

Villagers have already lined up in the entrance of roadsides, welcoming guests... 5X#41 Ji A}
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All gather crowd together awaiting for the ritual,
which the traditionally selected village elders
setting the “seed-of-fire” for this coming year...

s e AN R LR K AT 4 KA.
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Our impressive 5-star hotel by the peaceful lakeside
in MengZi - the capital of HongHe prefecture region

ZH - LNE R, TRE IR ..






The local government building in
MengZi... 1E5% HRIUBURNT K.

We received a surprise warm welcome

while our visit to the impressive local
public library and museum...
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The museum visit was truly worthwhile, and should be
a must for anyone visiting this far and remote interesting

region... AFHAERE —F KL H)TH
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JGRHAERH ... YuanYang Rice Terraces - an alluring attraction to photographers of all sorts...
Here is the BEST place to see rice terraces... period! You got to experience for your own
Eyes to understand...
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However the people of the region are as
attractive as the terraces themselves...

HongHe is a HaNi/Yi Minorities Autonomous
Region... ZLin[I5 Je G # % H G M
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An overnight stay in the famous “world capital of tin” -
GeJiu city, enabled us visited the artistic craftsmanship
Of tin products making... & KIBHS - A~ IHTE

And an evening of eye-opening and enjoyment in Mrs. He's
charming Pu-er Tea shop...

EIMR B AR, AT ARKRAE Z I H AR A AT .
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VI B2 /=, early next morning in
JiangCheng, warmly lit by the first
ray of sunlight, locals were already
up for all sorts of activities...



Two local minorities were

having an early morning puff...

before setting out for their
day trip across border

to the neighboring

country Laos for Business...
A 4 N K e i 45 2
AL E BT AR ..
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Our group was also soon
on the way towards
JingHong city in
XiShuangBanNa region...
PATEAE SR B ...






This doggie's master was busy cooking a big meal for our group’s lunch enjoyment;
while doggy was relaxing on its master’s rattan chair..., showing the true mastery manner...

T NAE B 55 A o JRAT I e, 0 o5 o T N R AR T IR PRI AR ..
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Here is the kitchen of that doggie's master’s
roadside restaurant...
a delicious big meal was prepared from...

We even had extra protein for the day -
honeybee larvae... fried with greens...



from LanCang/Mekong River to

the Golden-Triangle
5
BVETL KIS JHATEIRES
AR

AR}

M ERIELE BAE =
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Arrived JingHong. An evening of local
Dai style gourmet dinner with
Dai minority dancing...

B, BEMIRE ...

Here we relaxed for the next
morning boat ride down the
LangCang/Mekong River...
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4,480km long, flowing through six countries, the LanCang/Mekong River is the most important
international river in eastern Asia. Originated from Qinghai province, more than 2,100km
length inside China, it is called “LanCangJiang” river; after the junction where China,
Myanmar and Laos, the river is called the “Mekong River”...
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Early in the morning, we completed our border exit formality, on our way aboard
the riverboat for our amazing journey along this stretch of the river...
MG M B, R4 UE 2 ..
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The 340 Kilometers water excursion from JingHong to the Golden-Triangle on the
LanCang/Mekong River proved to be a fantastic journey.. with nature and culture
sceneries all the way along sides of the river... Laos on the left.. and Myanmar on the right...

= H A~ BOKES, PR ROL H AN, i 28840 4l ...
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Late afternoon, the boat arrived
Chiang Saen of Thailand.

We resided in a comfortable
resort style hotel that overlooks
the water of Golden-Triangle...

WiEe=A, REFHEE

It is only a few minutes walk
from this pleasant hotel into
the town of Chiang Saen...
AT R AU IR T s 297 ke

LB AT .






I'm enjoying the fresh Thai papaya
during the rich breakfast...
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The craftsman’s hanging his flying-wooden-birds...

Facing some of our members fierce

firing power, this Thai girl is fearless...
SR AV B A AR AR TR 98 KK T e


















The “Opium Museum” - a very worthwhile place to visit... Highly recommended
to everyone who will visit Chiang Saen in Thailand!
FEEESHE e =/A" R HYmE"..
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Those are the six long-tail speed boats for our group’s fun Golden-Triangle water
exploration in the late afternoon... /703N 4B BEFEAE AT 4 = Fl K.
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Upper left corner, or
lower right corner...?

By long-tail-boats we also visited an island belongs to
Laos in the other side of the river... {E&Hl—/Ni I..
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While the crew engineer was under deck working
on an engine overheating problem, our boat was
temporary docking by a sandbank on Laos side

of the river.. that provided an opportunity for
this photo of a Lao mother and her baby...

M SEYDMERL R B R AE I, ST — Ao

R 2
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In GuanLei port, disembark for custom

Clearance; fEK 2B EMAK...

Joe and Heather had a last look at our
boat and the river... & iX B 52 i ...

( perhaps that bike would have taken
them quicker back to JingHong
that night...?)
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However the ready-waiting-for-us big
evening meal in GuanLei was nice...

A shot stay over back in
JingHong. In the morning we
are flying to Dali, on route
to our next highlight...

I ESIE P P b AW 1122 4
AT —DRERATRE..



Nujiang Canyon Region
&
Dali Township

RTLIBRASERAE =T LR
FE S ERHE wIlHE %R
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A short flight took us from JongHong to Dali - the hub of western YunNan area;
from here we traveled with our coach towards the NuJiang Canyon region...

MEE IR RO KEE, IR FATT 1) AR TR e 1 X 10 il it 2252 ..
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Distinctive local cultures and scenes...

A LiSu woman in a local market...
(notice the composition made with her elbow/hands
position that matches the chicken-rack frame
lines on the lower part of the photo...)

HHIARE B AL ..
AR A AR L



Roads were winding and narrow...;
but meals were still deliciously
rich and healthy...

T8 % UK, AEFT i AR
A .

(.. 3 L] SR,
B A BRI AT FE A E...)
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Over the meandering Canyon roads,
some failed to negotiate...

A IR RA...

Looks like wanting to create a
piece of contemporary art...

EIREART ..
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After the big rain... the “river-road” gave us a good chance to get off
the coach for some healthy stretches...

KM JE BB AL BATAT A MR RERPLE ..
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DaLi Bai Minority Autonomous Region
RELH A,

Back to Dali - a distinctive ancient
township that goes well back in
history over a thousand years ago...

[E]HE R B o 3 ..












By Er-hai Lakeside.. &% T E AR — N A HEE#D

Our expedition <From YunNan to the Golden-Triangle> has been fruly blessed...
They who laugh last, laugh best...;

(standing front row first left is the author of this Photo-diary)
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The last evening in DaLi, the group presented
a celebration for Joe...

Early next morning on our way to
Dali airport for our flights to
KunMing then Shanghai...
KHiER, 2IREN KR, L.
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ZhudJiaJao - the historic watertown
Just outside of Shanghai

PEGART DigESs T XUK 2R A L

and

the conclusion of our tour...

H’E—i)ﬁ—%: %%l@%ﬁ
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The last day in Shanghai...

Accompanied with a relaxing visit in the
morning to an ancient water-town in
the suburb - ZhuJiaJiao, with over

a thousand years long history

dating back to “Song dynasty”...

ZaI Rt = N i o
FIVTTL R A
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In ZhuJiaJiao we had our “last supper” in
China - for this time...; and indeed it
was the best meal...

FIF R R R R ST 2 IR

And as in the Chinese saying goes:
“You-Yu-You-Sheng” H ff#...
(“there is fish, there will be abundance”;
which signifies the good wishes for plenty...)

IT WAS OUR GROUP’S LAST DAY IN CHINA; WE HAD A GREAT TOUR AND WONDERFUL MEMORIES....

SHETRENEE K, —DABEATE T T RS2

See next page - Cfpilog
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The snapshots in this Photo-diary are in no way able to represent
the richness of culture and nature scenes we've seen, the
fun and joy we’ve experienced during our group’s
“From YunNan to the Golden-Triangle” travel...

for Yau-Sun Tong’s special “Western China Cultural/Photographic Series”
expedition tours for September/October and November 2008
as well as for February and March 2009

contact Yau-Sun for details:

tel: (902) 443-5500
e-mail: taiji@chebucto.ca

please visit news page:
http://photoart.chebucto.org/photonews.html

Good-bye for now...



